DAMS IN GUÍA
TECHNICAL DETAILS
Starting point:

GC-220 road at the entrance to the hamlet of Hoya de Pineda (indicated
as La Degollada on some maps), in the borough of Galdar

Distance:

7.5 km approx.

Time:

3 hours

Level:

Medium

End point:

Town of Santa María de Guía
From the bus station in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (San Telmo).
Bus info: 902 381110

Getting there:

Saturdays and Sundays
Bus No. 105, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria-Galdar, at half past every
hour.
At the bus station in Gáldar, take the No 106 bus, Galdar-Fagajesto:
Saturdays at 11:30 am and Sundays at 8:00 am and 12:30 pm.
Get off at the stop known as Cruce de Pineda.
Download the walk: Las Presas de Guía (PDF 2.59 MB)

GLOBAL reserves the right to change this information.

GENERAL MAP OF THE WALK

Photos: Álvaro Monzón
Route of the walk
Hacienda de la Hoya de Pineda-La Hoyeta-Los Pérez water channel-Tunnel-El Capitán
Dam-Water channel-Las Garzas Dam-Santa María de Guía old town.

Introduction
La Hacienda Hoya de Pineda was awarded the status of Cultural Interest Site in 1985.
This two-storey estate building has three large wings and a tiled roof. The wings form a
patio surrounded by a gallery protected by a running balustrade. The building is an
example of early rural architecture in the island.
The entrance is opposite what could be considered the main front of the building and
includes a single decorative element: the wall is topped by a column ending with a
pyramid shaped block. The layout looks inwards, as the bedrooms and living rooms face
the patio and the inner hallways while the austere exterior gives it the look of a convent.
As for the name, there’s some doubt as to whether it comes from the 16th century
Pineda family (Jerónimo de Pineda, Governor of Gran Canaria), or whether, as Néstor
Álamo indicated, the estate house was built under a commission from canon Marcos
Verde de Aguilar and belonged to the Aguilar family, which was related to the Pinedas.
This is the first point of interest on this walk in the north of Gran Canaria, between the
boroughs of Gáldar and Guía.

SECTION 1: Cruce de Pineda-La Degollada-Camino
de La Hoyeda-Hacienda de Hoya de Pineda-Canal de
Los Pérez
Approximate time: 30 minutes. Distance: 1.3 km
Go about 400 m along the narrow road to the group of houses in La Degollada, where
you need to turn right and look for a pylon (substation). This is where the walk to La
Hoyeta begins. Go along this road towards Hacienda de Hoya de Pineda, which you’ll
see on your left.
Continuing along this street, you’ll come to an intersection with a white house that has a
green mail box. A road lined with fruit trees (loquats) goes down on the left and you can
see where the electricity lines start.
Walk alongside the power lines on the stone and dirt track. You’ll see some orange trees
and a metal holding pool on your left. Turn right at the junction. Look for another
building (an unpainted shed) when you come out onto a concrete path, with some
eucalyptus trees on the right. On this slight curve, go off the path to your right. Between
some reeds and prickly pear plants you’ll find the entrance to the water channel, where

you leave the track behind. If you miss this point you won’t be able to find the entrance
to the channel. The path is narrow and goes under the shade of some eucalyptus trees
and immediately after them you’ll find the channel for the dam known as Presa de Los
Pérez.

SECTION 2: Water channel-Cardoso Dam-bottom of
Las Garzas Dam
Approximate time: 1 h 30 min. Distance:
approximately 3.8 km
Take the concrete bridge to cross Fondillo ravine, also known by other names:
Bascamao, La Heredad, San Antonio and Las Colmenillas. The channel joins onto a
larger one, which is a water collector for Las Garzas dam, in Guía. The five or six
channels have a variety of names, but the largest one is known as El Canalote. The
others are small channels and secondary pipelines.
This large channel is shaded most of the way and is very pleasant to walk along. When
it rains or is very windy, watch out for slips, as they can make it dangerous to be in this
area.
A few metres ahead you’ll see Ermita de San Antonio (Saint Anthony’s chapel), at the
base of the mountain known as El Cabezo (Montaña de Guía). The chapel was built in
the 17th century under commission from canon Marcos Verde de Aguilar.
You’ll come to a distribution channel with gates, where you’ll find a path on the right
that heads down from the top. It’s said that this path was used by the people of Ingenio
Blanco, Lomo Betancor and Lomo Vergara on their way to get water from the San
Antonio spring, next to the chapel, which they appreciated for its natural properties and
its quality. You can take this path to go up to Cuesta Caraballo, although it’s not part of
this walk.
Looking straight ahead you’ll see the majestic vertical mountain wall of Montaña de
Guía. Its irregular geological shapes look out over the Guía ravine.
Keep following the water channel and you’ll come to the entrance to a tunnel about 40
metres long. You’ll need a torch and you’ll have to go carefully, as there’s a dip in the
floor and some pieces of iron supporting the black pipes. After this tunnel the water
channel goes into a different ravine, coming out in Barranco de Cardoso.
At the tunnel exit, two gates close off a receiving pool, but you can go down to the right
to go past the metal sluice gates. You’ll find some rungs to help you on your way down.
After a stone bridge, go along the channel to the left, next to some black plastic pipes.
Another option is to go up to a white cave dwelling then walk past it on your left, with
the channel on your right. Go past a dry stone wall and go down in three zigzags
towards the water channel and some mastic trees.

Go up again, towards the outcrop, and look out for a pylon in the distance. This ridge,
known as Lomo del Prior, divides the water between Cardoso ravine (on the right) and
Guía ravine (on the left).
Go down the crest among some mastic trees and St John’s wort shrubs towards a pass,
where you need to go down the side of the Guía ravine on a narrow path among aloe
plants, making your way as best you can between the rock and a mastic tree towards a
construction at the next pass. This pass is on top of an old water channel.
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Ahead of you lies a cave pool with an odd construction, known locally as a calafurnio.
It acts as a plug for the pump that draws water from the hollow. A very common local
usage, this word also refers to volcanic hollows and may come from the word furnia
(area of caves).
Go down on the right to a round holding pool made of dry stone. The path becomes
clearer here and joins onto the flat path you need to take to the left. Los Pérez water
channel lies below but it’s important not to follow it or you could lose your way.
On this new path you’ll come to another terraced area. Keep to the flat without
descending and then go up again. Don’t go down or you’ll come to a dead end. You’ll
see the dam on the right and then start to go down towards the vertical wall of the dam,
which you reach after crossing the spillway.
This is the wall of Presa de Cardoso (also known as Presa del Capitán), owned by an
association known as Heredad de Aguas de la Vega Mayor de Gáldar. As you cross over
on the wall you’ll see a smaller dam lower down. This is Presa del Conde, in Barranco
del Conde, which has a capacity of 113,345 m3.
Keep going up the track to the Cuesta Caraballo road. Cross over towards a palm tree,
where you’ll see a dirt track on the right leading to the wall of Presa de Las Garzas. The
track will take you to a hut, then you need to take a path that goes down to the right,
where you’ll see a yellow arrow and a water channel. This path goes along the side of
the dam, towards one end, crossing over the small ravine on a little concrete bridge.
Before that you’ll see a path going down to the left between some reeds, but it’s a dead
end. This area has a lot of hydrophilic vegetation and is full of Canary willows.

SECTION 3: Tail of Presa de Las Garzas - Wall of the
dam - Hospital and town centre of Guía. Approximate
time: 1 hour. Distance: approx. 2.4 km
Go up through a stony area, near a holding pool with buttress walls. When you come
out onto a dirt track, go left on the track and at the first turning, take a path to the left,
which goes down to Ingenio Blanco ravine, where you’ll see wild olive, palm and
eucalyptus trees. This is a good spot for a rest, under the shade of these beautiful trees.
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You’re now on the Frejenales path, which goes along the flat then comes out onto a
concrete path. Go along this path about 50 metres and then head downwards. There’s no
path as such, but you’ll be walking over stones, among wild olive trees. As you go
down, look out for a water channel on your left as a reference. You’ll come out of the
small ravine at a yellow house and a circular water distributor.
Go down to the edge of the water at Las Garzas dam and then take a dirt track on your
right. This track will take you to the wall of the dam. When you cross over the wall
you’ll come to a clump of Canary Islands pine trees. Keep to the path until you come to
a large car park in front of the old hospital.
Continue down the streets of the town until you come to the first church (San Roque)
and the old town of Guía, the end of the walk.
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Things to see:
Las Garzas Dam
Las Garzas Dam is in the ravine of the same name. It has a storage capacity of 612,000
cubic metres and is owned by a water association known as Comunidad de Regantes del
Norte. The dam is home to carp and tilapia and in 2002 it was the venue of a regional
freshwater fishing contest that brought fishing enthusiasts from all the islands.
Carp (Cyprinus carpio) can reach 80 kg and the females lay around 100,000 eggs per
kilogram of body weight. They’re considered good for eating. The Tilapia, of the family
Cichlidae, in the order Peciformes, is a freshwater genus native to Africa. Some species
raise their young in their mouth and protect both their eggs and their young by carrying
them this way. Among the 14 varieties of Tilapias, the smallest, T. guinasana, is in
danger of extinction in Africa.
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Things to see:
Mt Atlas mastic tree (Pistacia atlantica)

This tree is found in the north of Africa and also in the thermophilic forests of all the
Canary Islands except Lanzarote and El Hierro. It’s one of the few indigenous
deciduous species in the islands. Typical features include the imparipinnate leaves and
inflorescences. On Gran Canaria it forms monospecific groves in many ravines on the
west of the island.
PROFILE OF THE WALK

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Useful phone numbers:
Emergencies: 112
Taxis – Guía taxi stand: 928 551111
Global bus info: 902 381110
Civil Defence, Guía: 928 550407
Comments: Take a torch for the tunnel in the water channel.
Description of the level of difficulty for the walk:
It’s very important to read the technical details for each walk before heading off. Being
aware of the level of difficulty for each walk is also useful, so you have some guidelines
that you should take into account depending on your particular circumstances.
Medium level: Walk for hikers with some experience and a good level of fitness. Some
sections could cause vertigo or be in poor condition and may include steep ascents or
descents, longer times, etc.
Guidelines for enjoying the countryside:
At times, ignorance of danger is even more of a risk than the danger itself. If you’re
aware of the danger, you’re better equipped to protect yourself. Up in the mountains, we
should follow the old saying “it’s better to be safe than sorry”. So although it might
seem a minor consideration, it’s worth heading off to the outdoors well prepared,
knowing that sometimes it’s better to head home early than keep going if you’re not
sure.
It’s always an enjoyable experience to see the sharp ravines, mountains, ridges and
slopes, rocky crags and natural areas, as well as the cultural attractions. But you should
be aware that if you don’t take the necessary precautions, the experience can be far from
pleasant.
It’s very important to always bear in mind some safety guidelines to protect us from
potential risk, such as:
- Never go out alone. Always try to go with someone.
- Take a mobile phone, a whistle and a bright scarf that could be of use in case of
accident.

- Caution and intelligence are the necessary ingredients to enjoy the mountains safely.
Haste, stubbornness, confusion and exhaustion are not good companions. It’s important
to know when to head home.
- When you’re caught out in bad weather, even the easiest things become difficult and
the risks are greater: falling rocks or trees, lightning, disorientation, physical and mental
fatigue... Keep calm, use your strength sparingly and always check the weather before
you go out.
- It’s essential to have the right footwear, preferably hiking boots. Always take sun
cream, a hat or cap and light, loose clothing. A stick can be useful for descents. You
should also carry food to last five or six hours (particularly small items with high energy
content) and at least a litre of water per person.
- Don’t litter or bury your rubbish: carry it with you until you find a bin. Leave only
footprints.
- Don’t camp anywhere you choose - use camp sites, read the signs and follow the
instructions of rangers, who watch out for the natural environment and the safety of the
people using the area.
- Picking flowers and twigs is prohibited: leave them for others to enjoy. Don’t disturb
the wildlife. If you take a pet, always keep it on a lead.
- Respect private property, including crops. Go silently through villages, without
disturbing the peace and quiet of the people who live there. Don’t upset the harmony of
the environment and don’t annoy others who want to enjoy the tranquillity nature has to
offer.
- Remember to say hello to the people you meet. When you come across the locals,
remember that people normally say hello to each other in the countryside. Keep up this
friendly custom.
- Treat any springs, water courses or streams with care. Never pour remains of soap,
detergents or contaminants in them and don’t throw rubbish in them.
- Be very careful with fire. Never light a fire, but if you do, always put the embers out
and cover them with stones if necessary. Never throw cigarette ends on walkways.
- Close all gates you go through to stop stock or other animals going in or out.
- Treat cultivated land with care. Never walk on crops and avoid damaging stone walls.
- Try not to go off the marked path. Keep to the path and don’t take shortcuts, as they
spoil the original track, damage the soil by increasing erosion and are more dangerous
and tiring because of the slope.
- Protect the natural environment by setting a good example. Try not to leave any traces
where the centuries have left none.
- In many Protected Natural Areas the regulations are continually updated. It’s a good
idea to keep up to date and add the Canary Islands Government web page to your
favourites, as it includes all the laws and planning considerations that affect each
location. Take note: http://www.gobcan.es/cmayot/espaciosnaturales/index.html
The hiker’s 10 commandments:
1. Carry your rubbish with you or put it in the bin.
2. Whenever possible, leave your car at home.
3. Get it on, use it, but don’t leave it lying around.
4. Home is where the hearth is - light your fire there.
5. If you want to make your mark, get a tattoo.
6. Take nothing but photos.
7. Keep your hands off the flowers.
8. The pub’s a better place for rowdy drinking.

9. Get permission first if you want to sleep out.
10. Love the forest as you love yourself.
Legal notice:
The information contained in these walks is a guideline and its sole purpose is to
promote sport in contact with the natural environment and educational country walks.
Both Global and the author of these texts provide this information for the convenience
of the users of these web pages, without offering any interpretation as to the current
state of the walks or the facilities, quality, ownership etc of the areas they pass through.
Similarly, neither party is liable for any errors, omissions or, where applicable, any
misdirection that could result in any incident to the users of these texts. You are
reminded that hikers freely access these mountain areas through informed consent; that
is, each individual must be responsible for their acts.
Note about maps and distances:
The distances have been calculated using maps, without taking into account any height
variations, i.e., in horizontal projection. Therefore the distances indicated in the walks
do not always coincide with the indications of GPS devices or Google Earth, as these
include height variations, which are complicated to calculate using maps.
The maps used are by GRAFCAN, 2009, scale 1:5.000, to print on A-4. The complete
map for this walk has a contour interval every 25 m and the map sections have a contour
interval every 5 m.
Date of fieldwork:
September 2014. Please note that, like all tourism guides, the passage of time affects the
written information as well as the condition of the tracks and paths.
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Recommended websites:
www.cronistasoficialesdecanarias.es
http://www.biodrago.com/plantascanarias.html
http://documentosrutas.blogspot.com/
http://www.figurasdeprotecciondegrancanaria.es/
http://senderosgc.blogspot.com/
http://www.fedme.es/
http://www.gmgrancanaria.com/
http://www.globalsu.es/
http://www.neophron.org/
http://www.ventajasfedme.es/

For more info:
You can contact the photographer and author of these walking guides - Álvaro Monzón
Santana - at: alvaromonzon@gmail.com
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